
TAX IMPACT LOWER THAN EXPECTED

MONONA GROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY 

Dear Community,

In 2018, after years of extensive planning, committee work, and 
community input, voters in Cottage Grove and Monona supported 
a facilities and operating referendum for the Monona Grove School 
District. Over $57 million was approved to address enrollment 
growth, improve safety and security, and perform high priority 
maintenance and repairs. Community input was a critical component 
of the process, and we continue to be committed to transparency and 
fiscal responsibility.  

As the construction on our new elementary school, Granite Ridge, and 
the renovations in all of our schools wrap up, we present this report 
to the community. Here are just some of the photos that capture the 
incredible work of our design and construction team. There are more 
photos and many more details on the process on our website,  
www.mononagrove.org/report2021. 

The construction and renovations provide the flexibility and creative 
use of space that will serve our district for decades. We take great 
pride in the students and staff of Monona Grove School District —
perhaps this year more than any other. Our accomplishments are not 
possible without curious students, engaged parents, committed staff 
and a supportive community. On behalf of everyone at Monona Grove 

School District, thank you. 

In partnership,

Dan Olson

Superintendent

DISTRICT-WIDE RENOVATIONS

Cottage Grove School 

Glacial Drumlin School  

Winnequah School

High School Athletics

Renovations on track to be completed by the start of 
the 2021 school year.

Project highlights below. Other projects Include work 
at Taylor Prairie School and MG21 Charter School.

Cafeteria and servery renovation completed in 2020. 

Renovated classrooms, IMC space and main entrance.

New turf field and track. 

In 2018, we estimated the tax impact on the facilities projects to be 
$0.29 per $1,000 of fair market property valuation. Using final interest 
rates and equalized valuation, the tax impact is $0.15 per $1,000 of fair 
market property valuation. In comparison to what we estimated in 2018, 
the final tax impact is 48% lower than anticipated, resulting in a lower 
tax rate for our community.   

$.29 $.15
ESTIMATED  
TAX IMPACT

FINAL  
TAX IMPACT

48% LOWER
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5301 Monona Drive
Monona, WI 53716
mononagrove.com/report2021

More photos can be found on our website: www.mononagrove.org/report2021

Local Ties 
There are strong ties to Monona Grove School District within the 
project team that is working on our referendum projects. Monona 
Grove Baseball coach Brad Pastika and MGSD alum Graham 
Schroeder-Gasser both work for Findorff and play key roles in 
the management of our project. Also working on large portions 
of the projects are alumni Jon Vetter, a Project Manager at Faith 
Technologies and Derrick Rice, a Project Manager at RG Huston 
Company. It is amazing to see individuals with local ties working in 
the district. 

As an MG graduate and Monona native I have felt very 
fortunate to work on updating schools that I attended for  
13 years, renovating the football field I played on growing  
up, and building Granite Ridge School from start to finish.
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Modern school libraries are now called Instructional Media Centers (IMC). 
The IMC has two instructional spaces as well as two small group instruction 
spaces for students and staff to use. There is also a dedicated makerspace 
for hands-on learning.

The 3rd grade students are in the ‘Grasslands’ 
habitat. The habitat themes are represented 
throughout the grade wings with color-specific 
furniture and finishes.  

The 4th grade habitat is the ‘Wetlands.’ 
Students have flexible furniture in the middle of 
the collaboration space and small collaboration 
spaces to the side.  

The ‘Woodlands’ is home to our 5th grade 
students. There are small group instruction 
rooms with whiteboards, and an area under  
the stairs called the learning cave.  

The social stairs are the heart of the school where students can meet with 
classmates or as a large group. The space allows the students to make 
independent choices and work creatively.

NEW CONSTRUCTION: 

GRANITE RIDGE SCHOOL

~ Graham Schroeder-Gasser

‘‘ ‘‘
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Dear Monona Grove Community Members, 
Our commitment to public education is more important than ever. It is fundamental to our 
community’s well-being and evident in our shared determination to protect and teach our 
children in these critical times. Thank you to all staff, students, parents, and community 
members for your resilience and teamwork! 

As we begin a new school year, we are focused on practical steps that encourage the health 
and well-being of our students, staff, and community while upholding our core mission for 
teaching and learning. We are committed and united. We pledge to listen for understanding, 
knowing this very difficult situation impacts each of us differently. 

To prepare for the future we have reduced the 2020-21 budget by $500,000 and made 
a unanimous decision to approve a referendum question that would extend additional 
operating funds through the 2024-25 school year. In this newsletter, we provide:
 ●   Information about the expiration of the April 2016 operating referendum 
 ●   Critical facts about school funding and budget deficits 
 ●   Cost of a proposed $3.7M operating referendum
 ●   Opportunities to engage in virtual conversations, and
 ●   Consequences of inaction

We encourage our community to make an informed decision on November 3. Please learn 
the facts and make a plan to vote safely.

Sincerely,

The Monona Grove School Board & Superintendent, Daniel W. Olson
mgsdboard@mgschools.net             
daniel.olson@mgschools.net (or) 608.316.1917 

CRITICAL TIMES.  
CANDID CONVERSATIONS.
An Important Referendum Update from the Monona Grove School District

STAY INFORMED.  
VOTE SAFELY  
BY NOVEMBER 3!STAY INFORMED.  VOTE SAFELY BY NOVEMBER 3!

VOTER INFORMATIONLEARN MORE

CONTACT US. YOUR QUESTIONS MATTER. 

MONONA GROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT
5301 Monona Drive, Monona, WI 53716-3126  
Phone: (608) 221-7660 | www.mononagrove.org

IMPORTANT INFO INSIDE! 
$ 3.7M OPERATING REFERENDUM  
ON THE NOV. 3 BALLOT

LEARN MORE @ WWW.MONONAGROVE.ORG

MYVOTE.WI.GOV 
For comprehensive election information, voter 
registration, and obtaining absentee ballots,  
visit myvote.wi.gov. 

For local information, visit mymonona.com,  
village.cottage-grove.wi.us and tn.cottagegrove.wi.gov.

A few reminders…
 ●    You must be registered to vote, no matter  

how you vote – this requires a valid photo ID!
 ●    Mail-in absentee ballots are available now  

through October 29 – request yours today,  
and be aware of deadlines!

 ●    In-person, early voting occurs October 20  
through October 30 – dates/hours may vary,  
please confirm before going!

WWW.MONONAGROVE.ORG
To protect the health of all, referendum information will be 
mailed to residents, posted to the District website, and all 
informational meetings will be held virtually, by Zoom.  

COMMUNITY INFORMATION.  
VIRTUAL CONVERSATIONS.
   VIRTUAL OPEN DOOR  

Join Superintendent, Dan Olson and school board 
members on the following Mondays for informal 
discussions and Q&A. All meeting links are provided on 
the District website.

  o  September 21, 8-9AM

  o  September 28, 12-1PM

  o  October 5, 5-6PM

  o  October 12 8-9AM

  o  October 19, 12-1PM

  o  October 26, 5-6PM
  VIRTUAL COMMUNITY INFORMATION NIGHT  

Join District administrators and School Board for an 
informational presentation and panel discussion with 
District administrators and the School Board.

  o  Tuesday, October 13, 6-8PM

School Board Members 

Email: mgsdboard@mgschools.net

Superintendent, Dan Olson  |  608.316.1917
Director of Business Services, Jerrud Rossing  |  608.268.6918
Email: mgreferendum@mgschools.net
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