
 
The school bus is considered to be an extension of the classroom; therefore, the 
School District requires students to conduct themselves while on the bus in a 
manner consistent with established standards for classroom behavior. The 
School District has developed a set of bus rider rules.   
 
In cases when a student fails to conduct him/herself properly, the bus driver notifies an 
administrator at the student’s school of the misconduct. Where continuing or extremely 
serious problems exist, the student’s bus-riding privileges may be suspended. 
Guidelines for proper notification of parents/guardians and due process have been 
established.  
 
The District shall not discriminate in standards and rules of behavior or disciplinary 
measures on the basis of sex, race, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital 
or parental status, sexual orientation or physical, mental, emotion or learning disability.  
Discrimination complaints shall be processed in accordance with established 
procedures.   
 
All buses are equipped with video cameras for the primary purpose of reducing 
disciplinary problems and vandalism.  
 
The following rule applies to any school-sponsored transportation by bus: 
 
Loading/Unloading 
 

1. Students shall ride on their assigned buses. 
2. Students shall get on and off the bus at their assigned stop for am/pm routes. 
3. Riders are expected at the bus pick-up point five minutes prior to the schedule 

pick-up time and shall help keep the bus on schedule.  The bus will stop only if 
the students are at the designated pick-up point.   

4. Riders should stay off the roadway at all times as well as practice safe and 
courteous behaviors to other riders and to passerby’s vehicles while waiting for 
the bus.  Students shall walk on sidewalks and if no sidewalk is available the 
student shall walk on the side of the road facing traffic to get to the bus stop.   

5. Riders should wait until the bus has come to a complete stop and the driver 
has signaled them before moving towards the bus.  The riders should be in 
single file before entering the bus.  If children must cross the roadway to get to 
the bus, they may cross the road only after the bus driver has signaled that it is 
safe to cross. 

6. After getting off the bus and checking to be sure that no traffic is approaching, 
and after receiving the signal from the driver, riders may cross the road.  
Riders should cross the road 10 feet in front of the bus so that the driver can 
see them cross and for other safety reasons.  Riders should be alert to the 
danger signal, a steady blast of the horn, from the driver.  Should that danger 
signal be sounded, the students should return to curbside (the right hand 
side/door side of the bus). 



7. Students shall be courteous, behave in an orderly fashion, and help look after 
the comfort and safety of small children.   

8. Guest ridership is prohibited.   
 
 
Conduct While on the Bus 
 

1. Students shall respect and follow the direction of the driver.  All school rules 
apply on the bus.   

2. Students shall assist in keeping the bus safe and sanitary at all times.  
3. Students shall sit and remain seated while the bus is in motion.  If applicable, 

students will be seated in their assigned seats. 
4. Students shall not throw anything inside the bus or out of the bus windows 

and should keep hands and head inside the bus at all times. 
5. Students shall never tamper with the bus or any of its equipment.  Damage 

shall be paid for by the offender.   
6. Riders should keep the volume of their talking and laughing at conversational 

levels.  Loudness and unnecessary confusion could divert the driver’s 
attention and result in an accident.  When approaching a railroad crossing 
stop, riders shall remain silent. 

7. Students shall remain in the bus in case of road emergency, unless directed 
to do otherwise by the driver. 

8. Transporting animals or glass articles, are prohibited.  
9. Transporting rollerblades, skates, scooters or skateboards are prohibited, 

unless fully enclosed in a backpack. 
10. Students shall keep personal items out of the aisles. 
11. Disrespectful, obscene or vulgar language and gestures are not allowed. 
12. Food or beverages are not to be consumed on the bus, and use of tobacco is 

prohibited. 
13. Students on trips must respect the instructions of the chaperones who have 

been appointed by school officials to accompany the bus drivers. 
 
Notifying the bus contractor of absences (Nelson’s Bus Service, 608-221-8417) 

                        
1. Parents/guardians should notify the bus contractor by 6:30 AM if their 

student(s) is not riding the bus that day.  The bus contractor has a 24-hour 
voice mail as well as e-mail allowing the parent/guardian to report the 
absence at his/her convenience. 

2. Should a student(s) not be riding the bus for an extended time, the 
parent/guardian should notify the bus contractor the days the student(s) will 
not be using the bus service. 

 
 
Disciplinary Procedures 
Since safety is a prime concern, appropriate behavior is the expectation.  Students not 
following expectations shall be subject to disciplinary procedures which may include: 

 Written warning 



 Student conference 

 Parent conference 

 Restorative Practices 

 Suspension of riding privileges 

 Suspension in school 

 Suspension out of school 

 Law enforcement referral 

 Expulsion 

 Other  
 
 
Co-Curricular and Special Activity Trips  
 

1. The above rules and regulations apply to any trip under District-sponsorship. 
However, in certain circumstances, with permission, and under the 
supervision of chaperones, food and beverages will be permitted. The riders 
are responsible for picking up any litter that results from food and beverages.  

 
2. Bus conduct on co-curricular and special activity trips is the responsibility of 

the supervising chaperones.  
 

3. Riders making a co-curricular or special activity trip must return on the same 
bus, unless written authorization from parents/guardians has been presented 
to the supervising employee in advance of the activity.   

 
 


